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Abstract

In the digital realm, online trading platforms play a pivotal
role in facilitating commercial and economic interactions
among users. The intermediary nature and diverse services
offered by these platforms give rise to complex structures
and roles that necessitate in-depth legal and economic
analysis. This research delves into the legal and economic
structures and roles of online trading platforms, employing a
comparative approach to analyze the disparities and
similarities between Iranian and European Union regulations.
By adopting this methodology, the study meticulously
examines the laws, regulations, and judicial rulings within
both legal systems, focusing on the alignment of their
perspectives on the roles of online platforms and the criteria
for identifying these roles. To achieve these objectives, a
descriptive-analytical research method was employed.The
findings of this research reveal that these platforms,
depending on their level of involvement in contract
formation and the nature of their interactions with users, can
assume the roles of intermediaries or direct service providers.
Moreover, in the European Union, online platforms are
obligated to adhere to safety and quality standards, a facet
that has received less attention in the Iranian legal system.
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