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Abstract

Jerusalem, as a city with a special religious and historical
status, has been a controversial issue in international law
since its occupation by Israel and continuous efforts to
change its legal, demographic and geographical status. Using
historical and legal documents, this article analyzes the legal
status of Jerusalem in light of the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on 19 July 2024, based on the
principles and rules of international law. In its advisory
opinion, the Court, while focusing on East Jerusalem,
emphasized the need to apply the principles and rules of
international law to the entire city. In the advisory opinion, it
only addressed the East Jerusalem section and recognized
that Israel’s actions there were contrary to the principles and
rules of international law. However, it seems that the Court’s
findings regarding East Jerusalem can be generalized to West
Jerusalem and are an important step towards achieving
justice and clarifying the status of this city.
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3. Chapel of the Ascension

4. Dome of Rock

5. Constantinople

6. Certain communities formerly belonging to the Turkish Empire have reached a stage of
development where their existence as independent nations can be provisionally recognized subject to
the rendering of administrative advice and assistance by a Mandatory until such time as they are able
to stand alone. The wishes of these communities must be a principal consideration in the selection of
the Mandatory.

7. British Mandate For Palestine, Confirmed by Council of League of Nations, United Nations
General Assembly, Question of Palestine, (Mandate of Palestine) A/292, 18th April 1947.
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8. Corpus Seperatum

9. Plan of Partition with Economic Union- General Assembly resolution 181 (I1) Future government
of Palestine, UN Doc.A/RES/181(11)

10. Declaration of Israel's Independence, Issued at Tel Aviv on May 14, 1948, available at:
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/israel.asp
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11. Emergency Regulations (Land Requisition—Accommaodation of State Institutions in Jerusalem)
(Continuance in Force of Orders) Law, Laws of the State of Israel, 1950.

12. Municipalities Ordinance (Amendment No. 6) Law, Laws of the State of Israel, 1967.

13. United Nations Security Council Resolution, S/IRES/298, 25th September 1971

14. Basic-Law: Israel—The Nation State of the Jewish People, 2018.
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15. United Nations Security Council Resolution, S/IRES/478, 20th August 1980

16. Agreement between His Majesty King Abdullah 1l Bin al-Hussein, the Custodian of the Holy
Sites in Jerusalem, and His Excellency Dr. Mahmoud Abbas, Available at
https://content.ecf.org.il/files/M00950_JordanPLOJerusalem2013English.pdf

17. United Nations General Assembly, UN Doc. A/RES/303(1V), 9th December 1949

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2253, UN Doc. A/RES/2253 (ES-V), 4th July 1967,
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2254, UN Doc. A/RES/2254 (ES-V), 4th July 1967,
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 35/169, UN Doc. A/RES/35/169, 15th December 1980
Statute for the City of Jerusalem Approved by the Trusteeship Council at its 81st Meeting, in Annex
I1, Question of an International Regime for the Jerusalem Area and the Protection of the Holy Places,
Special Report of the Trusteeship Council, UN Doc. A/1286, 4th April 1950

18. United Nations Security Council Resolution 252, UN Doc. S/RES/252(1968), 21st May 1968,
United Nations Security Council Resolution 267, UN Doc. S/RES/267(1969), 3rd July 1969, United
Nations Security Council Resolution 271, UN Doc. S/RES/271(1969), 15th September 1969, United
Nations Security Council Resolution 298, UN Doc. S/RES/298(1971), 25th September 1971, United
Nations Security Council Resolution 478, UN Doc. S/RES/478(1980), 20th August 1980, United
Nations Security Council Resolution 672, UN Doc. S/RES/672(1990), 12th October 1990
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19. Holy City of Jerusalem
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Gravely concerned by the tensions and violence in the recent period throughout the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem and including with regard to the holy places of
Jerusalem, including the Haram al-Sharif, and deploring the loss of innocent civilian life,
Reaffirming that the international community, through the United Nations, has a legitimate interest in
the question of the City of Jerusalem and in the protection of the unique spiritual, religious and
cultural dimensions of the city, as foreseen in relevant United Nations resolutions on this matter,
Reaffirming also the obligation to respect the historic status quo, the special significance of the holy
sites, and the importance of the City of Jerusalem for the three monotheistic religions,

Gravely concerned by the ongoing demolition by Israel, the occupying Power, of Palestinian homes,
as well as of structures, including schools, provided as international humanitarian aid, in particular in
and around Occupied East Jerusalem, including if carried out as an act of collective punishment in
violation of international humanitarian law, which has escalated at unprecedented rates, and by the
revocation of residence permits and eviction of Palestinian residents of the City of Jerusalem,
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