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Abstract

Environmental impact assessment is the most important
practical tool for governments in order to achieve economic
development goals and comply with environmental
considerations concurrently or in other words, sustainable
development. Environmental impact assessment has been
recognized in the Iranian legal system from a long time ago.
However, dispersion of laws and regulations in this area, lack of
detail and lack of effective sanctions have turned the
environmental impact assessment mechanism into a mere
formality for obtaining construction and operation permits for
development projects. While using a descriptive-analytic
method, this article will describe the legal aspects of
environmental impact assessment in People's Republic of
China, International Finance Corporation and the Islamic
Republic of Iran with a comparative manner. Then, by
analyzing the requirements of this institution in Iranian laws and
regulations, it will try to provide suggestions for improving the
position of environmental impact assessment in the legal system
of Iran. To address this challenge, it is recommended to draft a
specific code with a focus on environmental impact assessment,
specify details such as cumulative impacts, information
disclosure and follow-up reports in the environmental impact
assessment process as the responsibilities of project owners and
implement effective and deterrent sanctions. These suggestions
will not only strengthen the position of sustainable development
in the legal system of Iran in a practical way, but will also lead
to an improvement in the environmental situation of the country
over the long term.
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2. United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)

3. Rio Declaration on Environment and Development

4. Agenda 21

5. Convention on Biological Diversity

6. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
7. Performance Standard

8. International Finance Corporation (IFC)
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11. Environmental and Social Management System

12. Avoidance

13. Minimization

14. Compensation/Offset

15. Law of People’s Republic of China on Environmental Impact Assessment
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