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Abstract

The system of checks and balances offers a functional
interpretation of the traditional theory of the separation of powers,
designed to enhance the efficiency of this doctrine and safeguard
citizens' rights and freedoms against the abuse of governmental
power. This system, prominently exemplified in the constitutional
framework of the United States, is grounded in specific
philosophical and political presuppositions held by its architects
and pursues clearly defined objectives. Nevertheless, evidence
indicates that this theory has fallen short of fully achieving its
intended goals. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology
and drawing on library-based data, this study addresses the central
question: Has the system of checks and balances in the United
States succeeded in attaining its designed objectives? The
findings reveal that ambiguities surrounding the theoretical
presuppositions and foundations, coupled with the system's
ineffectiveness in realizing its core objectives, constitute the most
significant factors undermining this theory within the U.S. legal
framework and pose major obstacles to its adoption as a model
for emulation.
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