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Abstract

Access to competent and impartial courts is a fundamental
guarantee of individual rights. Yet, filing a claim after a
prolonged delay raises complex procedural questions. Should
courts adjudicate merely upon submission, or may undue delay
bar admissibility? Common law systems have developed
equitable doctrines such as laches and estoppel to counter
unjustifiable delay, preventing abuse of process and promoting
procedural fairness. These doctrines are entrenched in legal
theory and case law, enhancing the efficiency and integrity of
adjudication. In contrast, Iranian law - except for limited areas
like criminal limitation periods or statutory deadlines - lacks a
general rule addressing delayed claims, resulting in inconsistent
judgments and judicial congestion. Employing a
descriptive-analytical approach and comparative methodology,
this study examines both systems and proposes integrating
selected equitable principles within the framework of Imami
(Shi'a) jurisprudence to establish a fairer and more efficient
procedural model.
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