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Abstract

One of the central debates in criminal law concerns the
possibility of criminalizing "statuses" defined solely by a
person's condition rather than by a specific act. This article,
using a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach
between Iran and the United States, reexamines the theoretical
foundations distinguishing "status" from "conduct." It outlines
the basis of status-based offenses and compares the two
systems' criminal policies. The findings show that Iran still
criminalizes conditions such as vagrancy and addiction,
whereas in the United States, Supreme Court decisions,
especially Robinson and Powell, consider the criminalization
of mere status incompatible with the Eighth Amendment. The
analysis further stresses that the presence of an external act is
essential to criminal liability; without it, the principle of
minimal criminalization is undermined and the boundary
between morality, deviance, and crime becomes blurred.
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