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\. « Une chose n’est pas juste parce qu’elle est loi ; mais elle doit étre loi parce qu’elle est

juste».
v. «Je n’ai point tiré mes principes de mes préjugés, mais de la nature des choses».

v. « La raison tirée de la nature de la chose ».
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v. La méthode expérimentale et inductive
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\. Chose d’universel
y. Cours du 30 mars 1966; Cité par Spector, Céline (2013). Montesquieu et la crise du droit

naturel moderne: L'exégese straussienne. Revue de métaphysique et de morale, 77, (1), 65-78,
p. 72
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v. Charles Bonnet

v. Rationnalisme
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Abstract

Although natural law has a deontic essence and function in the paradigm of
modernity, and thus prompted the passage of the traditional structure, the
conceptions and analyses reconcilable with tradition are also evoked
throughout the history of thought and it seems that Aristotelian natural law
thought, the most famous one, is a gaze that reflects natural law based on the
nature of things being the symbol of realism. Perhaps Montesquieu belongs to
legal historicism and thus one cannot find a relationship between his thought
and natural law, but the fact is that Montesquieu is not outside the paradigm
of modernity. His concern is natural public law and why is the nature of things
in his idea not another expression of spontaneous and social rationality and
the freedom based on this rationality? By analyzing and critiquing
Montesquieu's various conceptions of natural law, this research tries to present
a conception that is reconcilable with Montesquieu's natural public law
anxiety and thus makes it possible to understand his thought in the paradigm
of modernity.
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